2. Phonology 

Kwamera grammar and phonology are substantially similar to that of other 
Tanna languages. I draw especially on Lynch's (1975) analysis of Lenakel, 
spoken on the north-west coast, and his analysis of South-west Tanna (1982) 
for this summary of Kwamera phonology and morphology. 
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2.1 Word stress 



Stress falls on the penultimate syllable of words, except in a few exceptional 
circumstances. Where /h/ occurs between identical vowels, the first vowel is 
discounted in stress application. Syllables are stressed irregularly if they 
include underlying geminate vowel clusters. (These geminate clusters are 
not indicated here; see Lindstrom 1986 for relevant description.) 

(1) 'kdtaha 'we (plural inclusive)* 

'*uwehe 'come' 

nramaha 'anger' 

nenrme- ' eye, face ' 

k^ani'hi- 'penis' 

2.2 Inventory of consonants 

Kwamera has 15 consonant phonemes. 

Table 1. Consonants 

Labialised Bilabial Alveolar Velar Labialised Glottal 
labial Velar 



Stops 


p- 


P 


t 


Fricatives 


r 


i 


s 


Nasals 


m"' 


m 


n 


Flaps 






r 


Glides 




w 




5.2.1 Discussion 







All stops are lenis. They become voiced intervocalically, and may or may 
not be voiced elsewhere except in word final position. The labialised bilabial 
fricative, in some Kwamera communalects, varies freely with [f]. Alveolar 
/s/ and N are dental-alveolar; the latter is palatalised when it precedes /i/. 
The flap /r/ is trilled word finally. The glide /w/ is a high central, unrounded 
semivowel, phonetically [i]. Sonorants /m^/, /m/, /n/, /i)/, /r/ and /w/ are all 
devoiced when followed by /h/. 
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2.3 Inventory of vowels 

Table 2, Kwamera vowels 





Front 


Central 


Back 


High 


i 




u 


Mid 


e 


Q 





LjOW 




a 





2.3.1 Discussion 

The high vowels /i/ and /u/ become lax in closed syllables. They ordinarily 
become glides [y] and [w] when next to another vowel. The low vowel /a/ is 
backed and rounded when adjacent to the labialised labials /p"*^/, /mV, /iV, 
the labialised velar /k^/, and the central glide /w/. 
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